
 

Tom Wachnicki and 
Sally Nichols are part 

of the New Tech School 
of IDEAS* Small  

Learning Community at 
Decatur Central High 

School.   
Students at New Tech 

are engaged and  
challenged daily using 
computers and new 

technologies.   
Working independently 
and in teams, students 
complete rigorous, real 
world assignments and 
projects that prepare 

them for college and the  
careers of the 21st  

century.  Students use 
the New Tech Learning  

System, which is a  
collaborative learning     

environment.   
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Center for Teaching & Learning (#1400)Center for Teaching & Learning (#1400)Center for Teaching & Learning (#1400)   
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Tom WachnickiTom WachnickiTom Wachnicki, SLC Director, SLC Director, SLC Director   
Sally NicholsSally NicholsSally Nichols, Teacher Leader, Teacher Leader, Teacher Leader   

New Tech School of IDEAS*New Tech School of IDEAS*New Tech School of IDEAS*   
at Decatur Central High Schoolat Decatur Central High Schoolat Decatur Central High School   

(*Invention, Design, Engineering, Application, Service)(*Invention, Design, Engineering, Application, Service)(*Invention, Design, Engineering, Application, Service)   
   

ProjectProjectProject---Based Learning Based Learning Based Learning is a different teaching technique is a different teaching technique is a different teaching technique 
that encourages students to use creative thinking skills to that encourages students to use creative thinking skills to that encourages students to use creative thinking skills to 

come up with solutions to real world problems.  come up with solutions to real world problems.  come up with solutions to real world problems.     
   

Students form their own investigation which allows them to Students form their own investigation which allows them to Students form their own investigation which allows them to 
develop valuable research skills and gain an understanding develop valuable research skills and gain an understanding develop valuable research skills and gain an understanding 

that there are many ways to solve a problem.  that there are many ways to solve a problem.  that there are many ways to solve a problem.     
   

Students may work in groups or by themselves to come up Students may work in groups or by themselves to come up Students may work in groups or by themselves to come up 
with ideas and realistic solutions or presentations.  with ideas and realistic solutions or presentations.  with ideas and realistic solutions or presentations.     

   

Students are supported by teacher facilitation rather than Students are supported by teacher facilitation rather than Students are supported by teacher facilitation rather than 
teacher direction as they engage in design, problem solving, teacher direction as they engage in design, problem solving, teacher direction as they engage in design, problem solving, 

decision making, investigative activities, and reflection.       decision making, investigative activities, and reflection.       decision making, investigative activities, and reflection.          

O U R  M I S S I O N  I S  T O  S U P P O R T  L E A R N E R S  O F  A L L  A G E S ,  

A N D  T H O S E  W H O  T E A C H  T H E M .  

4555 Central Avenue 
Suite 1600 

Columbus, IN 47203 

REGISTER 
by July 1 

www.columbusctl.com 

Questions? 
Phone 812-314-8709 
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REGISTRATION 
FEE:  $30 

AUDIENCE:  

K -12 Teachers & Administrators  

http://www.columbusctl.com

