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1.  School-Specific Resources 
     Recursos escolares 
 
1. a)  BCSC ESL (English as a Second Language) Department 
 Central Middle School, Room 281 

725 7th Street, Room #281 
Columbus, IN  47201 
 
Hours  M-F 7:30 am-2:30 pm 
Phone  (812) 376-4483  

  
ESL Director    

Debra Thomas  
   (812) 376-4559   
    thomasd@bcsc.k12.in.us  
 
 ESL Administrative Assistant 
   Cindy Follett 
   (812) 376-4483 
   follettc@bcsc.k12.in.us 
 

ESL Intake Coordinator 
   Lisa Harpring 
   812-376-4483 

  harpringl@bcsc.k12.in.us 
 
ESL Parent Liaison - Interactive Systems Coordinator 

Adolfo "Rudy" Olivo 
(812) 376-4391 
olivor@bcsc.k12.in.us  
  

 ESL Parent Liaisons 
Ivan Valdes 
(812) 344-6794  
valdesi@bcsc.k12.in.us  

 
   Maria Elena Pedraza-Avila   
   (812) 344-6791 
   pedrazaavilam@bcsc.k12.in.us  
 

The BCSC ESL Office provides an Intake Center which functions as the 
system-wide registration and assessment site for all incoming English as Second 
Language students.  In addition this site houses the BCSC ESL student records 
and the BCSC ESL Library with materials available to all BCSC personnel. 
 

javascript:open_compose_win('to=thomasd%40bcsc.k12.in.us&thismailbox=INBOX');
javascript:open_compose_win('to=follettc%40bcsc.k12.in.us&thismailbox=INBOX');
mailto:harpringl@bcsc.k12.in.us
javascript:open_compose_win('to=olivor%40bcsc.k12.in.us&thismailbox=INBOX');
mailto:valdesi@bcsc.k12.in.us
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El departamento de Inglés Como Segundo Idioma (ESL) de BCSC cuenta 
con el centro de admisiones para todos los estudiantes recién llegados para 
quienes el Inglés es su segundo idioma. 
 
 
1.b)   School Supply Assistant Registration 

1531 13th Street, Suite G900  
Columbus, IN  47201 

 
 Contact one of these agencies: 
 Phone  (812) 375-9370 Su Casa, Columbus (Spanish Language) 

Phone  (812) 376-6666 First Call for Help, Helpline  
Phone  (812) 379-1630 Lincoln Central Neighborhood Family Center 
Phone  (812) 376-2523 Family Self Sufficiency  
Phone  (812) 376-9710 Human Services  
 

 Basic school supplies (folders, pens, pencils, paper, crayons, backpacks, 
etc.)  Special items (expensive calculator, etc.) should be requested from Pupil 
Services or the Guidance Counselor office at childôs school. 
 

Los materiales escolares básicos deben solicitarse en la oficina de 
Orientación de la escuela que le corresponda a cada alumno. 

 
 
1.c)   Connected Communities Partnership 

Tech ReConnect 
1525 14th St.  
Columbus, IN 47201 

 
Hours  M-F 8:30am-12pm 
Phone  (812) 314-2730 
Website www.techreconnect.com  

  
Project Connect is a program designed to increase access to technology 

tools and the Internet for students.  Teachers create web pages that students can 
access from PCs placed in their homes.  Parent-Teacher and Student-Teacher 
communication via e-mail is encouraged.  Computer classes for parents are 
offered by various agencies in the community.  Families can apply for a free 
computer by completing a pre-certification form. 

 

El Proyecto ñConnectò es un programa diseñado para que más 
estudiantes tengan acceso a las herramientas tecnológicas y adquieran 
conocimientos para utilizar el ñInternetò.  Las familias pueden aplicar para 
recibir una computadora gratis!  

http://www.techreconnect.com/
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1.d)   TALKS-mentoring program  

Northside Middle School 
1400 27th Street 
Columbus, IN  47201 
 
Hours  Throughout the school day 
Phone  (812) 376-4403  

 
Coordinators: 
Joie Ayala  ayalaj@bcsc.k12.in.us 

 Tammie LeClerc leclerct@bcsc.k12.in.us  
  
 Adult mentors share wisdom with middle school students.  They follow a 
thorough mentoring curriculum addressing life issues and focusing on leadership 
skill development.  Male and female mentors work with small groups of students 
on a weekly basis during both 7th and 8th grade. 
 

Personas adultas que act¼an como ñgu²asò transmitiendo su sabidur²a a 
los estudiantes de séptimo y octavo grado. 
 
 
1.e)   Project Stepping Stone 

National Society of Hispanic MBAs (NSHMBA) 
Indianapolis Chapter 
P.O. Box 1501 
Indianapolis, IN  46206-1501 

 Phone  (317) 428-4555 
 
Project Stepping Stone Committee Chairman 

Steven A. Ramos 
Phone  (317) 566-3953 

 
Email   projectsteppingstone@indianapolis.nshmba.org 
Website www.projectsteppingstone.com  

  
 FREE one-week college preparatory program helping Hispanic high 
school students successfully transition to college and beyond. Introduces 
participants to potential careers in business and includes visits to several Indiana 
college campuses. 
 

Es un programa gratuito para ayudar a los estudiantes hispanos a nivel 
preparatoria en su transición a la universidad y  estudios superiores. 
 

http://www.projectsteppingstone.com/
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1.f)  L.O.V.E. (Latino Organization of Volunteer Educators) 
  
 Contact Fabiola Cabrera 

lcabrera1@ivytech.edu 
 
   Laura Hurt 
   lhurt@crh.org 
 
 Email  love.organization@yahoo.com 
 
 The purpose of this group is to encourage Hispanic/Latino students to 
achieve the dream of higher education.  Students currently enrolled in higher 
education serve as positive role models.  These role models make presentations 
to high school students and their parents, provide information on resource 
materials, and make referrals to community Hispanic/Latino support groups. 
 

Es un grupo de estudiantes Latino-Americanos dedicados a alentar a  
otros estudiantes hispanos para que logren sus metas de una educación 
superior. 
 
 
1.g) Indiana Project for Latin American Cultural Competency (IPLACC) 

 
Director Gerardo R. Lopez, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 
Indiana University 
Educational Leadership & Policy Studies 
W. W. Wright Education 4228 
Bloomington, IN  47405-1006 

 
Phone  (812) 856-8392 
Email  lopezg@indiana.edu 
Website http://www.indiana.edu/~iplacc/ 
 
Helps schools and communities by improving educatorsô and citizensô 

understanding of Latin American culture and society in order to develop their 
cultural competencies for integrating Latin American immigrants. 

 
Proporciona asesoría a las escuelas y a la comunidad sobre la cultura y 

las costumbres de los Latino-Americanos. 
 
 

mailto:lhurt@crh.org
mailto:lopezg@indiana.edu
http://www.indiana.edu/~iplacc/
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1.h) Young Mothers Educational Development Program (YMED) 
 McDowell Center 
 2700 McKinley Ave 
 Columbus, IN  47201 
  
 Contact:   Connie Whitley 
 Phone  (812) 376-4451 

(812) 376-4453 
 

Offers expectant and parenting teen mothers a way to complete their high 
school education. The program serves as a liaison between the pregnant 
teen/young mother and her family, the school and community. Through a variety 
of partnerships, YMED provides educational opportunities, counseling, childcare 
and other significant support services to help the target population achieve a high 
school education. 

 
Grupo de apoyo para madres en edad escolar para que puedan terminar 

su educación preparatoria. 
 
 




